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MEDIA RELEASE

AIRLINES PNG SCHEDULE CHANGES

PORT MORESBY, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Thursday 21 September 2006: 

Following a thorough review of its existing passenger services, Airlines of Papua New Guinea has amended its domestic flight schedules – effective as from Sunday, 1st October.

In framing its new schedule, the airline took into consideration many factors - including commercial demand on all sectors currently flown and heavy maintenance requirements soon falling due on aircraft within its fleet.
In announcing the changes, Airlines PNG’s General Manager, Mr. John Fitzgerald commented:  "Many of the changes we have made reflect the changing face of aviation in PNG.  At Airlines PNG, we have recognized the need to become more efficient in order to compete – not just with other carriers but even with large passenger carrying vessels.  All airlines have been put on notice that we must keep pace with a changing environment that offers travellers several choices to get to their intended destinations.”

The airline says that the changed schedule has been designed to allow better connections between the main PNG provincial airports and Port Moresby and through Port Moresby onto and from its Brisbane and Cairns international services.  For example, Dash8 flights via Lae three days a week will provide improved services to and from Mt Hagen, Kiunga and Tabubil.  Additional changes will give passengers more choice when flying to and from those ports as well as the ports of Daru and Alotau.  

Mr Fitzgerald, commenting further said: “One painful decision we have been forced to take is to suspend the longer haul weekly services to the far Western Province ports through Suki; Obo; Wipim, Lake Murray, etc.  The suspension is planned to be for a period of about 2 months -  following which a review will be made for possible re-introduction so that people from those areas might see services restored for Christmas and the holiday season.”
Because of its immediate aircraft needs, Airlines PNG has arranged to hire a Bandeirante aircraft in the short term to assist with meeting the traffic demands of those airports into which that aircraft type can operate.  Balimo is one example of a port that can be serviced using the Bandeirante.
Copies of the revised schedules will be placed in PNG newspapers soon and will also be available at all Airlines PNG’s sales outlets in the coming week. 
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